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Ban Treaty and do not intend to resume nuclear
testing.

We call for the prompt initiation and conclu-
sion of negotiations in the Conference on Disar-
mament, on the basis of the 1995 agreed man-
date, for a multilateral treaty banning the pro-
duction of fissile material for nuclear weapons
or other nuclear explosive devices. We urge
India and Pakistan to participate, in a positive
spirit, in such negotiations with other states in
the Conference on Disarmament with a view
to reaching early agreement.

We both actively support the Strengthened
Safeguards System now being implemented by
the IAEA, and will promptly take steps to imple-
ment it in our countries.

Reducing Tensions and Encouraging the Peaceful
Resolution of Differences Between India and
Pakistan

We are committed to assist where possible
India and Pakistan to resolve peacefully the dif-
ficult and long-standing differences between
them, including the issue of Kashmir. We wel-
come the resumption of dialogue between the
two countries and encourage them to continue
such dialogue, and we stand ready to assist in
the implementation of confidence-building
measures between them, and encourage the
consideration of additional measures of this type.

Responsibilities of the United States and China
The United States and China have long

sought friendly relations with both India and
Pakistan. We reaffirm this goal and our hope

that we can jointly and individually contribute
to the achievement of a peaceful, prosperous,
and secure South Asia. As P–5 members, and
as states with important relationships with the
countries of the region, we recognize our re-
sponsibility to contribute actively to the mainte-
nance of peace, stability and security in the re-
gion, and to do all we can to address the root
causes of tension.

We reaffirm that our respective policies are
to prevent the export of equipment, materials
or technology that could in any way assist pro-
grams in India or Pakistan for nuclear weapons
or for ballistic missiles capable of delivering such
weapons, and that to this end, we will strength-
en our national export control systems.

Next Steps
Close coordination between the United States

and China is essential to building strong inter-
national support behind the goals to which we
are committed in response to nuclear testing
by India and Pakistan. We will stay closely in
touch on this issue, and will work with other
members of the P–5 and the Security Council,
with other Asian and Pacific countries, and with
the broader international community to forestall
further instability in South Asia, achieve a peace-
ful and mutually acceptable resolution of dif-
ferences between India and Pakistan, and
strengthen the global nonproliferation regime.

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this joint statement.

Remarks at a State Dinner Hosted by President Jiang Zemin of China in
Beijing
June 27, 1998

President Jiang, Madame Wang, members of
the Chinese Government, fellow guests; I am
honored to be here representing the people of
the United States in the Great Hall of the Peo-
ple, which reflects the impressive progress of
the Chinese people in the 20th century.

We Americans first saw it on our televisions
26 years ago when President Nixon became the
first American leader to visit China. Those were
the very first live pictures of China ever seen

in my country. Across the United States, Ameri-
cans were filled with great hope as relations
resumed between our two great nations.

That visit changed history. It reminded us of
the warmth each nation felt for the other, long
before the cold war. It recalled our alliance in
World War II and our long history of commer-
cial relations dating back to the infancy of the
United States. We were trading together before
our Constitution was written. Even the tea that
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our Founding Fathers threw into the Boston
Harbor in 1773 to protest British taxes was from
China.

For most of our history we have looked upon
China as a distant friend across the sea. As
the Bamboo Curtain opened, Americans and
Chinese learned about each other all over again.
Starting with pandas and ping-pong players, we
have built a broad and friendly relationship.

Today China and the United States cooperate
across a wide range of enterprises, in business,
in the arts, in the academic world, and in the
personal friendship that unites Chinese and
Americans. More than 1 million Americans trace
their roots to China. Every day, Chinese-Ameri-
cans build a better America, as entrepreneurs
and architects, artists and public servants. And
we form lifelong bonds with the thousands of
Chinese students who study with us every year,
teaching us their culture as they learn from ours.

Americans are proud that many of China’s
leaders spent time in the United States. Dr.
Sun Yat-sen visited six times between 1896 and
1911, and he was in Denver when he learned
he would become China’s new leader. The great
teacher Hu Shih was a student in New York
when he pioneered a new system of expressing
vernacular Chinese, an idea that changed China
forever. I look forward to seeing Beijing Univer-
sity during its centennial year, a monument to
Hu Shih and so many other friends of America.

As two great nations, the world looks to us
to set a good example. In the last few months,
we have seen how much we can and must do
together, in our strong response to the crisis
in India and Pakistan, our efforts for lasting

peace on the Korean Peninsula, our cooperation
to stem the flow of dangerous weapons around
the world. In so many different ways, we are
upholding the teachings of Mencius, who said,
‘‘A good citizen in one community will befriend
the other citizens of the community; a good
citizen of the world will befriend the other citi-
zens of the world.’’

Mr. President, the American people admire
the great strides China has taken. Your people
are leading lives inconceivable just a generation
ago. Your phenomenal growth over 20 years has
opened new worlds of possibility, for jobs, for
more schools, for greater mobility, for instant
access to the outside world. We Americans ap-
preciate the mutual respect of our relationship,
a relationship based on cooperation, candor, and
recognition of each nation’s values and tradi-
tions.

An ancient Chinese proverb tells us, ‘‘Be not
afraid of growing slowly; be only afraid of stand-
ing still.’’ Let us commit to keep moving forward
together, turning small steps into giant strides
for our people, our nations, and the world.

I ask you now to please join me in a toast
to the President and the First Lady of the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China and to the friendship
joining our two peoples and the future we will
build together. Gan bei.

NOTE: The President spoke at approximately 9:30
p.m. in the Banquet Hall of the Great Hall of
the People. In his remarks, he referred to Presi-
dent Jiang Zemin of China and his wife, Wang
Yeping.

Remarks at Chongwenmen Church in Beijing
June 28, 1998

Thank you, Reverend Wu, Reverend Siu, Rev-
erend Yin. Ladies and gentlemen, thank you
for making me and my family and our party
of Americans feel so welcome in your church
today. We are a long way from home, but we
felt very much at home with you here in this
church.

We celebrate with you the growth of the prac-
tice of our faith in China, and we rejoice to
hear Reverend Siu cite the numbers of churches

and other places of worship where people are
practicing their faith today.

The sermon today was on the unity of the
church and our unity with God in the church.
I would like to add only one point: I believe
our faith calls upon us to seek unity with people
across the world of different races and back-
grounds and creeds. In the Book of Acts, the
26th verse, it is said that God has made from
one blood every nation to dwell on the surface
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